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Bulgari has teamed up with Italian actress Isabella Rossellini for a line of luxurious, handmade
handbags featuring twist locks of semi-precious gemstones
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It's no wonder Bulgari chose Isabella Rossellini as its latest muse. Her
name is synonymous with classic beauty and her face still conjures
up the magic of the silver screen, well past her 50th birthday. But
the relationship goes both ways. The influential actress, model,
philanthropist, director and author is a long-time client of Bulgari. “Our
connection dates back to when | was a child and I'd accompany my
mother to the historic shop in Via Condotti in Rome. Still today, when
I'm traveling and | come across a Bulgari store, | feel a pleasant sense
of familiarity that makes me feel close to the beauty and subtlety of
[talian culture and my own roots.”

The daughter of screen legend Ingrid Bergman and Italian director
Roberto Rossellini, Rossellini was bom into the spotlight and has matured
as a creative force, known for her passion, style and independent spirit.
No surprises then that this was a real collaboration, with Rossellini
working closely with Bulgari's designers to create a bag that would
truly reflect her personality. The result is the “Rossellini”, a classic yet
modemn handbag distinguished by sleek lines and a twist lock decorated
with semi-precious gemstones. A special detail is the enameled clasp
recalling Bulgari's earliest Parentesi creations while also borrowing the
graphic attitude of certain vintage bracelets dear to Isabella.

Another standout feature of the bag is the lining, decorated with
Rossellini's signature and snail sketches, taken directly from her work
notes. Says Rossellini: “| added a very personal touch to the bag,
printing the drawings that | made for my surrealist films about animals
on the lining with the intention of combining art and design, fashion
and cinema, humor and elegance.”

The Rossellini comes in four variations, the most striking of which
features black and white zebra-striped kamari pony skin and an
aventurine twist lock. The classic version in walnut pony calf leather
boasts an amethyst twist lock, subtly highlighted by purple lining. There
is a black waved patent leather bag that is sophisticated and business-
like, which also features an aventurine twist lock and is complemented
by green lining. Nonchalance and simplicity are the distinctive traits of
the final model in chevron canvas and chocolate calf leather, featuring
a tiger's eye twist lock.

‘A bag is an indispensable accessory for us women and we tried to
make it an object of elegance and luxury — like a jewel.” They
certainly succeeded. m

sv/x Laura Miller
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